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Abst r act

Thi s docunent defines a set of enhancenents to the Network News
Transfer Protocol (NNTP) that allow a client to request extended

i nformati on from NNTP servers regardi ng server status, policy, and

ot her aspects of |ocal configuration. These enhancenents are nade as
new keywords to the existing LIST capability described in RFC 3977.

This menmo updates and fornalizes the LI ST D STRI BUTI ONS and LI ST
SUBSCRI PTI ONS commands defined in RFC 2980. It also adds the LIST
COUNTS, LI ST MODERATORS, and LI ST MOTD conmands, and specifies
addi ti onal values returned by the existing LI ST ACTI VE conmand f or
the status of a newsgroup

Status of This Menp
This is an Internet Standards Track document.

Thi s docunent is a product of the Internet Engineering Task Force
(IETF). It represents the consensus of the IETF community. It has
recei ved public review and has been approved for publication by the
I nternet Engineering Steering Goup (IESG. Further information on
Internet Standards is available in Section 2 of RFC 5741.

I nformati on about the current status of this docunment, any errata,
and how to provide feedback on it nmay be obtained at
http://ww. rfc-editor.org/info/rfc6048.

Copyri ght Notice
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1

| ntroducti on

The NNTP specification [RFC3977] defines the LIST capability and a
few keywords that can be used with that command: ACTI VE,
ACTI VE. TI MES, DI STRI B. PATS, HEADERS, NEWSGROUPS, and OVERVI EW FMI
QG her variants of the LIST command are in use, but with limted or
absent docunentation. These variants are formalized in this
docunent .

The DI STRI BUTI ONS and SUBSCRI PTI ONS variants were originally
docunented in [RFC2980]. The LI ST DI STRI BUTI ONS command is sent by a
news client to obtain a list of relevant distributions known by a
news server along with their descriptions. The LIST SUBSCRI PTI ONS
comand is sent by a news client when first connecting to a news
server so as to obtain a list of reconmended newsgroups avail abl e on
it. Both of these conmands are intended to be used in place of hard-
coding news clients to use specific distributions or |ook for

speci fic default newsgroups.

The MOTD variant was originally docunmented in [NNTP_LIST] (which also
descri bes the SUBSCRI PTIONS variant). The LI ST MOID command i s sent
by a news client to obtain a "nmessage of the day" fromthe server

adm ni strator regarding the current state of a news server.

The COUNTS and MODERATORS vari ants have not been docunented before.
The LI ST COUNTS command is simlar to LI ST ACTIVE, except that it
also returns an estimated nunber of articles in each newsgroup. The
LI ST MODERATORS conmand is sent by a news client to obtain a list of
associ ati ons between a noderated newsgroup and its subm ssion address
tenpl at e.

The ACTIVE variant was fornmalized in [RFC3977], but the neani ngs of
only three status field values in LIST ACTI VE responses have been
specified: "y", "n", and "m'. These statuses are particularly usefu
for readers, since they describe |ocal posting rights. However,
several other statuses are in use that are primarily useful for peers
as they mminly describe how renote articles comng frompeers are
locally handled by a given news server. This nmenp defines three

ot her values for the status field in LIST ACTI VE responses: "x", "j",
and "=" followed by the name of a newsgroup

Thi s specification should be read in conjunction with the NNTP base
specification [ RFC3977]. |In the case of a conflict between these two
docunents, [RFC3977] takes precedence.
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1

1

2.

2.

1. Conventions Used in This Docunent

The notational conventions used in this docunent are the same as
those in [RFC3977], and any termnot defined in this document has the
same nmeaning as it does in that one.

The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT", "REQUI RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOWMMENDED', "MAY", and "OPTIONAL" in this
document are to be interpreted as described in [RFC2119].

VWen a hexadeci mal correspondence is given to an octet in this
docunent, the value is in US-ASCII [ASCII] (for instance, ".", noted
% 2E)

In the exanples, conmands fromthe client are indicated with [C], and
responses fromthe server are indicated with [S]. The client is the
initiator of the NNTP connection; the server is the other endpoint.

2. Author’s Note

Pl ease wite the first letter of "Elie" with an acute accent wherever
possible -- it is W00C9, that is to say "&*#201;" in XM

New LI ST Vari ants

The LI ST capability is defined in Section 7.6 of [RFC3977]. It
allows the server to provide useful infornmation to the client in
multi-1ine blocks.

Thi s docunent provides five new keywords to the LI ST capability:
COUNTS, DI STRI BUTI ONS, MODERATORS, MOTD, and SUBSCRI PTI ONS

Each keyword is OPTIONAL and corresponds to the sane-naned variant of
the LI ST conmmand.

1. Advertising the New LIST Variants

When a news server inplenments a variant of the LIST command as
described in this specification, it advertises the correspondi ng
feature in the LIST capability. Where one of these new LI ST keywords
is advertised, it MJST have the meaning given in this specification

For instance, if a news server inplenents the SUBSCRI PTI ONS vari ant,
it will add the SUBSCRI PTI ONS keyword to the LI ST capability in
response to the CAPABILITIES comuand (see Section 5.2 of [RFC3977]):
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2.

2.

2.

2.

[C CAPABILITIES

[S] 101 Capability list:

[S] VERSION 2

[ S] READER

[S] LIST ACTI VE NEWSGROUPS SUBSCRI PTI ONS
[s] .

[C LIST SUBSCRI PTI ONS

[S] 215 List of recommended newsgroups foll ows
[S] | ocal.wel cone

[S] local.test

[ S] news. newusers. questi ons

[ S] news. announce. newusers

[S]

For each of the new LI ST variants described in this specification, an
enpty response can be sent to the client:

[C LIST SUBSCRI PTI ONS
[S] 215 List of recommended newsgroups follows
[S]

This means that the information is maintai ned by the news server but
that it is voluntarily enpty. Frequently, the news server naintains
the information in a configuration file. This file can be enpty or
contain only conmented or blank lines, indicating a voluntary absence
of information.

VWhen the news server software inplements one of these LIST variants
but a particular server does not maintain the information (for

i nstance, when the configuration file does not exist), the 503
response code MJST be returned:

[C LIST SUBSCRI PTI ONS
[S] 503 No list of reconmrended newsgroups avail abl e

LI ST COUNTS

1. Usage

Synt ax
LI ST COUNTS [w | dmat ]

Responses
215 Li st of newsgroups follows (nulti-Iline)

Par anmet er s
wi | dmat Groups of interest
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2.2.2. Description

See Section 7.6.1 of [RFC3977] for general requirements of the LIST
comand.

The LI ST COUNTS command returns a list of valid newsgroups carried by
the news server along with associated information, the "counts list",
and is simlar to LIST ACTIVE

The information is returned as a nmulti-line data bl ock follow ng the
215 response code and contains one |line per newsgroup. Each line of
this list MJST consist of five fields separated from each other by
one or nore spaces (the usual practice is a single space) in the
foll owi ng order:

o The nane of the newsgroup

o The reported high water mark for the group

0 The reported | ow water nmark for the group

o The estimated nunmber of articles in the group.
o The current status of the group on this server.

The reported high and | ow water marks, and the estimated nunber of
articles, are as described in the GROUP command (see Section 6.1.1 of
[ RFC3977]), but note that they are in the opposite order to the 211
response (that is, nunber |ow high group) to the GROUP conmand. The
current status of the group is as described in the LI ST ACTIVE
conmand (see Section 7.6.3 of [RFC3977], as well as Section 3 of this
docunent). Also note that, simlarly to the LI ST ACTI VE conmand, TAB
characters are not valid separators for the LI ST COUNTS comand.

The order of newsgroups in the counts list is not significant. The
server need not consistently return the sane order or the sane
results if this command is used nore than once in a session

The sane newsgroup SHOULD NOT appear twice in the output of this
comand.

The counts list is newsgroup-based, and a wi |l dmat MAY be specified,
in which case the response is limted to only the groups, if any,
whose names match the wildmat. |If no wildmat is specified, the
server MJST include every newsgroup that the client is permtted to
select with the GROUP command (see Section 6.1.1 of [RFC3977]).
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The counts list MAY be enpty. |f the server does not mmintain the
i nformati on, a 503 response code MJST be returned. (However, note
that a news server that supports this comrand usually maintains the
i nformation.)

The client MAY use LI ST COUNTS in order to obtain an estimate of the
nunber of articles in every newsgroup the server carries, which
enables it to provide the end user with this information. This
provides a sinpler mechanismfor a client to obtain the estinmated
nunber of articles in newsgroups, conpared with a sequence of

i ndi vi dual GROUP commands.

2.2.3. Exanples
Exanpl e of output with no argunent:

[C] CAPABILITIES

[S] 101 Capability list:

[S] VERSION 2

[ S| READER

[S] LIST ACTI VE COUNTS NEWSGROUPS
[S] .

[C LIST COUNTS

[S] 215 List of newsgroups follows
[S] msc.test 3002322 3000234 1234 y
[S] conp.risks 442001 441099 742 m
[S] rec.food.drink.tea 100 51 3 vy
[S] local.empty 7 8 0y

[S] local.tea 2004 1504 301 y

[s] .

Exanmpl e of output with a wildmat:

[C] LIST COUNTS *.tea, msc.*,!local.*
[S] 215 List of newsgroups follows
[S] misc.test 3002322 3000234 1234 y
[S] rec.food.drink.tea 100 51 3y

[S] .
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Exanpl e of output on an inplenmentation that includes |eading zeroes:

[C LIST COUNTS

[S] 215 List of newsgroups follows

[S] msc.test 0003002322 0003000234 1234 y

[S] conmp.risks 0000442001 0000441099 742 m

[S] rec.food. drink.tea 0000000100 0000000051 3 y
[S] local.enmpty 0000000007 0000000008 0O y

[S] local.tea 0000002004 0000001504 301 y

[s] .

The estimated nunber of articles usually does not start with | eading
zeroes, but MAY start with such zeroes.

2.3. LIST DI STRI BUTI ONS

2.3.1. Usage

Synt ax
LI ST DI STRI BUTI ONS

Responses
215 Distributions list follows (nulti-Iine)

2.3.2. Description

See Section 7.6.1 of [RFC3977] for general requirements of the LIST
comand.

A "distributions list" is maintained by sone NNTP servers to contain
the name of each distribution that is known by the news server and a
short description about the nmeaning of the distribution
Distributions are used by clients as potential values for the

Di stribution header field body of a news article being posted (see
Section 3.2.4 of [RFC5536] for the definition of this header field).

The infornmation is returned as a nulti-line data block follow ng the
215 response code and contains one |line per distribution. Each |ine
of this list MJST consist of two fields separated from each other by
one or nore space or TAB characters (the usual practice is a single
TAB). The first field is the nane of the distribution, and the
second field is a short description of the distribution. There are
no leading or trailing whitespaces in a line. The description MAY
cont ai n whit espaces.
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The order of distributions in the distributions list is not
significant; the server need not consistently return the same order
or the same results if this command is used nore than once in a
sessi on.

The sane distribution SHOULD NOT appear twice in the output of this
comand.

The description MIST be in UTF-8 [ RFC3629].

The distributions list is not newsgroup-based, and an argunent MJST
NOT be specified. Qherw se, a 501 response code MJST be returned.

The distributions list MAY be enpty. |If the server does not naintain
the information, a 503 response code MJST be returned.

The client MAY use this information to generate or supplenment a |ist
of known distributions provided to the user. |If the news server

i mpl enents the LI ST DI STRI BUTI ONS command, it SHOULD al so i npl enent
the LI ST DI STRI B. PATS comuand (defined in Section 7.6.5 of [RFC3977])
and describe in the distributions list all the distributions present
inthe distrib.pats list so that the client can use both of these
conmands jointly (naturally, the distributions |list can al so describe
distributions that are not present in the distrib.pats list). Note
that the two commands need not return distributions in the sane

or der.
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2.

2.

2.

2.

3.3. Exanple
Exanpl e of a joint use of LIST DI STRI B. PATS and LI ST DI STRI BUTI ONS:

[C] CAPABILITIES

[S] 101 Capability list:

[S] VERSION 2

[ S| READER

[ S] LIST ACTI VE DI STRI B. PATS DI STRI BUTI ONS NEWSGROUPS
[S] .

[C] LIST D STRI B. PATS

[S] 215 Infornation foll ows

[S] 10:1ocal.*:loca

[S] 5:france.*:fr

[S] 20:1ocal.here.*:thissite

[S] .

[C LIST DI STRI BUTI ONS

[S] 215 List of distributions follows

[S] fr Local to France.

[S] local Local to this news server.

[S] thissite Local to this site.

[S] usa Local to the United States of Anerica.
[s] .

4. LI ST MODERATORS
4.1. Usage

Synt ax
LI ST MODERATORS

Responses
215 Moderators list follows (multi-line)

4.2. Description

See Section 7.6.1 of [RFC3977] for general requirenments of the LIST
conmand.

The "noderators list" is maintained by some NNTP servers to make
clients aware of how the news server will generate a subm ssion
e-mai |l address when an article is locally posted to a noderated
newsgr oup.

The information is returned as a multi-line data block follow ng the
215 response code. Each line of this list MJST consist of two fields
separated fromeach other by a colon (":" or %3A). The first field

is awldmt (which may be a sinple newsgroup nane), and the second
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field is the subm ssion address tenplate for newsgroups natching that
wildmat. There are no leading or trailing whitespaces in a line.
The submi ssion tenplate MAY contain colons (":").

The subm ssion tenplate is essentially an e-mail address (see the
definition of "addr-spec" in Section 3.4.1 of [RFC5322]), except with
certain nodifications. The case-sensitive string "%" (%25.73) MJST
occur either zero or one tinme in the tenplate. |If there is to be a
l[iteral "% in the subnission address, it MJST be witten as "%% in
the tenplate, even if not followed by an "s". The character "% MJST
NOT occur in the subm ssion tenplate, except as part of "9%" or "9%4.

The order of lines in the noderators list is significant: the first
matching line is used. Consequently, specific patterns should be
listed before general patterns. Every noderated newsgroup name
SHOULD be matched by at least one line in the list; often this is
achi eved by having a default pattern at the bottom but other
approaches are acceptable, and news server software MAY | eave this up
to the server adm nistrator rather than enforcing it

progranmmatical ly.

VWhen an article wi thout an Approved header field is locally posted to
a noder ated newsgroup, the server generates a submi ssion address from
the correspondi ng subm ssion tenplate (that is, the second field of
the first matching Iine in the noderators list) by replacing the

"0s", if present, with the nane of the matching newsgroup after each
period ("." or %2E) in the name has been changed to a dash ("-" or
%2D). In addition, any "%% is changed back to "% . The server

then forwards the submtted article to the noderator at the resulting
subm ssi on address (see Section 3.5.1 of [RFC5537]).

NOTE: The creation and mai nt enance of subm ssion addresses is
out si de the scope of this specification

The noderators list is not newsgroup-based, and an argument MJST NOT
be specified. Oherwi se, a 501 response code MJST be returned.

The noderators |ist MAY be enpty. |If the server does not maintain
the informati on, a 503 response code MJST be returned, although these
situations should not occur if the news server is an injecting agent
that carries noderated newsgroups.
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2.4.3. Exanmple
Exanpl e of output:

[C] CAPABILITIES

[S] 101 Capability list:

[S] VERSION 2

[ S| READER

[S] PCST

[S] LIST ACTI VE MODERATORS NEWSGROUPS
[s] .

[C LIST MODERATORS

[S] 215 List of submi ssion address tenplates foll ows
[S] foo.bar:announce@xanpl e. com

[S] local.*: %@ ocal host

[S] *: % @roder at ors. exanpl e. com

[s] .

The foll owi ng table describes a few exanpl es associ ating a noderat ed
newsgroup and its subm ssion address on a news server whose
noderators list is the one in the previous exanple:

o e m e e e e e e e e e o e m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e am o - +
| Name of the noderated | Subm ssion address |
| newsgroup | |
Fomm e e e i i e e oo e e e e e e e e e ee e +
| foo.bar | announce@xanpl e. com |
| local.test | local -test@ocal host |
| alt.dev.null | alt-dev-null @roder at ors. exanpl e. com |
| alt.test-me | alt-test-nme@moderators. exanpl e.com |
Fom e e e e e i e aao o m e e e e e e e e e e e e eem e +

NOTE: When "9%" is used, periods are changed to dashes, and dashes
are left alone. This inplies that two noderated newsgroups whose
nanes differ only by changing a period to a dash woul d have the
sane submi ssion address. Therefore, if a server carries such
noder at ed newsgroup pairs but posts should go to different

subm ssi on addresses, a "%" pattern tenplate cannot be used for

t he noderation submi ssion addresses for those groups, and explicit
entries without a pattern will be required.

Simlarly, it is not reconmended to use a "%" pattern rule for
the noderation subm ssion tenplate for two noderated newsgroups
whose nanes differ only by the case of their characters, because
e-mail systens frequently treat the left-hand side of e-nai
addresses as case-sensitive. See also Section 3.1.4 of [RFC5536]
and Section 7.2 of [USEAGE] for the syntax of a newsgroup name.
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2.5. LIST MOID

2.5.1. Usage

Synt ax
LI ST MOTD
Responses
215 Information follows (nulti-Iline)

2.5.2. Description

See Section 7.6.1 of [RFC3977] for general requirenments of the LIST
conmand.

The "notd" contains a "message of the day" relevant to the news
server. It is intended to provide notification and commruni cation

bet ween the news administrator and the news user. For instance,
notification of upcom ng downtine or information about new facilities
avai | abl e on the news server can be communicated via the LI ST MOTD

comand.

The information is returned as a nmulti-line data block follow ng the
215 response code. This text is not guaranteed to be in any
particular format although, like all multi-line data blocks, it is

"dot-stuffed".

The server need not return the sane information if this command is
used nore than once in a session. |t MAY indeed send a different
nessage of the day depending on the state of the session. For

i nstance, on a node-swi tching news server, the information can be
different between its transit nmode and its reader node, or between an
aut henti cat ed sessi on and an unaut henti cated sessi on

The informati on MJIST be in UTF-8 [ RFC3629].

The notd is not newsgroup-based, and an argunent MJST NOT be
specified. Oherwi se, a 501 response code MJST be returned.

The notd MAY be enpty. |[If the server does not maintain the
i nformation, a 503 response code MJST be returned.

It is uptothe client to decide when and how to display this nessage
to the user. No tinestanp or date of last nodification is provided
programmatical |y, although the news adm ni strator may include one in
the text of the notd. The client MAY cache a | ocal copy or
fingerprint of the notd so that it can display the message to the
user only upon nodification. |If the client caches the information,
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2.

2.

2.

5.

6.

6.

it MAY take into account only the notd obtained after reaching the

i ntended state of the session. Nonetheless, in case a privacy
extension is used, the client MJUST NOT cache any notd obtai ned before
that extension took effect.

NOTE: Though the client MAY cache the results of this comand, it
MUST NOT rely on the correctness of any cached results, whether
fromearlier in the session or froma previous session. |If the
notd i s cached, the client SHOULD provide a way to force the
cached information to be refreshed.

3. Exanple
Exanpl e of out put:

[C] CAPABI LI TIES

[S] 101 Capability list:

[S] VERSION 2

[ S] READER

[S] LIST ACTI VE MOTD NEWSGROUPS

[s] .

[C LIST MOTD

[S] 215 Message of the day follows

[S] Attention all users,

[ S]

[S] This server will be down for schedul ed upgrades on February 1st.
[S] It should be back up by 8:00 a.m February 2nd.

[S] Any questions should be e-nmiled to <newsmaster @xanpl e. conp.

[ S]
[ S] Apol ogies for the disturbance.
[s] .
LI ST SUBSCRI PTI ONS
1. Usage
Synt ax
LI ST SUBSCRI PTI ONS [wi | dmat ]
Responses
215 Subscriptions list follows (nmulti-Iine)

Par anmet er s
wi | dmat Groups of interest
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2.6.2. Description

See Section 7.6.1 of [RFC3977] for general requirements of the LIST
comand.

The "subscriptions list" is nmmintained by some NNTP servers to
provide the client with a |ist of recommended newsgroups.

The information is returned as a multi-line data block follow ng the
215 response code. FEach line of this list MJST consist of a
newsgroup name. There are no leading or trailing whitespaces in a
l'ine.

The order of newsgroups in the subscriptions list is significant:
they are listed by order of inportance, the first newsgroup being the
nost i mportant to subscribe to.

The sane newsgroup name SHOULD NOT appear twice in the output of this
conmand. The subscriptions Iist SHOULD contain only newsgroups the
news server carries.

The subscriptions list is newsgroup-based, and a w | dnmat MAY be
specified, in which case the response is limted to only the groups,
i f any, whose names match the wildnat. Note that the wildmat
argunent is a new feature in this specification, and servers that do
not support CAPABILITIES or do not advertise the SUBSCRI PTI ONS
keyword in the LIST capability (and therefore do not conformto this
specification) are unlikely to support it.

The subscriptions list MAY be enpty. |If the server does not naintain
the informati on, a 503 response code MJST be returned.

The client MAY use this information the first tine it connects to the
news server so as to initialize the list of default subscribed
newsgroups. This list should therefore contain groups intended for
new users on the news server or Usenet in general (for instance,
newsgroups dedi cated to testing, support, announcenent, or FAQs).

The client MAY present the groups in the order of appearance in the
list to the user. Wen the subscriptions list is maintained and
non-enpty, the news client SHOULD use it, instead of a hard-coded
default list, if any.
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2.6.3. Exanples
Exanpl e of output with no argunent:

[C] CAPABILITIES

[S] 101 Capability list:

[S] VERSION 2

[ S| READER

[S] LIST ACTI VE NEWSGROUPS SUBSCRI PTI ONS
[S] .

[C LIST SUBSCRI PTI ONS

[S] 215 List of recomended newsgroups foll ows
[S] local.wel cone

[S] local.test

[ S] news. newusers. questions

[ S] news. announce. newusers

[S]

Exanmpl e of output with a wildmat:

[C LIST SUBSCRI PTIONS | ocal . *

[S] 215 List of recomended newsgroups foll ows
[S] | ocal.wel cone

[S] local.test

[S]

3. Additions to LI ST ACTIVE

Thi s docunent specifies three new status field values that can be
used in the answers to LIST ACTIVE: "x", "j", and "=" followed by the
name of a newsgroup.

3.1. New Status Field Val ues

The LI ST ACTIVE command is defined in Section 7.6.3 of [RFC3977].
The fourth field of each line of this list indicates the current
status of the newsgroup whose nane is specified in the first field.
Three status field values are defined in [RFC3977]:

y Posting is permitted.
"n" Posting is not permtted.
"m' Postings will be forwarded to the newsgroup noderator.
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Thi s docunent defines three other case-sensitive status field val ues
that can al so be used:

X Postings and articles frompeers are not permtted.
"Ij" Only articles frompeers are permtted; no articles are locally
filed.

"=other.group” Only articles frompeers are permitted, and are filed
under the newsgroup named "other. group”.

The server SHOULD use these val ues when t hese neanings are required
and MUST NOT use themwi th any ot her neaning.

A newsgroup with status "x" is a newsgroup with status "n", except
that articles frompeers are not accepted. A newsgroup with status
"x" is considered as closed: no new articles will arrive in such a
group. On the contrary, articles frompeers will arrive in a
newsgroup with status "n". Local postings are not allowed in a
newsgroup with either of these two status field val ues.

A newsgroup with status "j" is a newsgroup with status "y", except
that (1) | ocal postings are not accepted, (2) articles received from
a peer that are crossposted to one or nore valid groups are filed
only into those valid groups, and (3) articles received froma peer
that are not crossposted to any valid groups are not filed into any
newsgroup, but are still propagated to other peers, if appropriate.

NOTE: Instead of not filing at all an article posted to a
newsgroup with status "j", a news server MAY file it under a
catch-all group if no valid group is applicable. Wen a news
server uses a catch-all group to file the articles posted to
newsgroups with status "j", this catch-all group SHOULD be namned
"junk". (The first letter of the "junk" newsgroup expl ai ns why
this status has been called "j".)

Consequently, when a news server carries the "junk" newsgroup and
uses it for the purpose of the "j" status, the "junk" newsgroup
contains all postings not filed under another newsgroup

regardl ess of the status of the "junk" newsgroup. (However, an
article posted explicitly to "junk"” is treated according to the
status of the "junk" newsgroup.)

The "junk" newsgroup may be available to news readers and is often
used by a news server as a way to locally store an article that

will be transmtted to peers (which may carry some of the
newsgroups the article was posted to even if the |ocal server does
not). In addition, instead of rejecting an article that contains
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an invalid Newsgroups header field or that is posted to newsgroups
it does not carry, a news server may accept such an article and
file it under the catch-all newsgroup

Dependi ng on the configuration of the news server, nmentioning a
newsgroup with status "j" is different than sinply not listing the
group, since articles arriving for unknown newsgroups nay be

rej ected.

VWhen the status field value begins with an equal sign ("=" or %3D)

a newsgroup name on the news server MJST i mediately follow the sign
If the status of "foo.bar" is "=other.group"”, it means that "foo.bar"
is an alias for "other.group". These two newsgroups are distinct;
they do not share their articles or their article nunbers. Loca
postings to "foo.bar" are not allowed, but articles frompeers are
accepted for "foo.bar" and filed into "other.group”, regardl ess of
the status of "other.group”. The contents of their Newsgroups header
fields MUST NOT be altered.

Al'ias groups are typically used during a transition between two
newsgroups, including but not limted to a renaming of a group, or a
correction of a msspelled group nane.

The status of the newsgroup an alias points to MJUST NOT be taken into
account when an article arrives in an alias newsgroup. In
particular, it neans that unapproved articles arriving frompeers in
an alias pointing to a noderated newsgroup are accepted and fil ed
into this noderated newsgroup. Therefore, an alias SHOULD NOT poi nt
to a noderated newsgroup, since it allows bypassing of the
nmoder ati on.

An alias SHOULD NOT point to itself or another alias group. The
newsgroup an alias points to SHOULD exi st on the news server, and be
visible to any client that can see the original group. However, when
a client issues a LIST ACTIVE command with a wildmat including the
original group, the newsgroup it points tois not listed in the
response (unless of course the second newsgroup al so matches the

wil dmat).

NOTE: If a server files newsgroups with status "j" into "junk", a
newsgroup with status "j" and a newsgroup with status "=junk"” are
different. An article fed by a peer, and crossposted to a group
with status "j", will result in the article being filed only in
"junk" if there are no other groups with which to file it, or
otherwi se only in other valid newsgroups it is crossposted to. On
the other hand, an article fed by a peer, and crossposted to a
group with status "=junk”, will result in the article being filed

in "junk" and in other valid newsgroups it is crossposted to.
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The foll owi ng table sunmarizes what usually happens to an article
posted to only the newsgroup "foo.bar", depending on its status field
val ue on the news server:

Fom e e e oo - S TSR S S +
| Status field | Accepted | Accepted | Moderation | Destination |
| val ue of | if local | from | needed? | if accepted |
| "foo.bar" | posting? | peers? | | |
. e e . . +
| vy | Yes | Yes | No | foo.bar |
| n | No | Yes | No | foo.bar |
| m | Yes | Yes | Yes | foo.bar |
| X | No | No | No | |
| ] | No | Yes | No | junk (if |
| | | | | filed) |
| =other.group | No | Yes | No | other.group |
Fom e e e oo - S TSR S S +

The foll owi ng table sunmarizes what usually happens to an article
crossposted to the newsgroup "foo.bar" and a valid newsgroup
"msc.test" (whose status field is "y") known by the news server,
dependi ng on the status field value of "foo.bar" on the news server:

Fom e e e oo oo - SR SR S R +
| Status field | Accepted | Accepted | Mderation | Destination |
| val ue of | if local | from | needed? | if accepted |
| "foo.bar" | posting? | peers? | | |
Fom e e e e oo - S S Fomm e oo - Fomm oo o - +
| vy | Yes | Yes | No | foo.bar, |
| | | | | msc.test |
| n | No | Yes | No | foo.bar, |
| | | | | msc.test |
| m | Yes | Yes | Yes | foo.bar, |
| | | | | msc.test |
| x | No | Yes | No | msc.test |
| ] | No | Yes | No | msc.test |
| =other.group | No | Yes | No | other.group, |
| | | | | msc.test |
oo R R T o e o +

NOTE: The status of a newsgroup only indicates how articles
arriving for that newsgroup are nornmally processed; news servers
MAY provide clients with special privileges to allow or disallow
some rights in these newsgroups. This specification defines

nei ther these rights nor whether or not articles posted to these
groups should be propagated to other peers.
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3.2. Exanples

Exanpl e of an article posted to an alias group by a peer:

[
[ )]
[S]
[S]

[

LAONONNDNONNNNONOOD000000

LI ST ACTI VE

215 List of newsgroups foll ows
foo.bar 21 12 vy

m sc.test 3002322 3000234 =f o0o. bar

| HAVE <for.nisc.test @xanpl e. conp

335 Send it; end with <CR-LF>. <CR-LF>
Pat h: deno! . POSTED. somewher e! not - f or - mai
From "Deno User" <nobody@xanpl e.cone
Newsgr oups: m sc.test

Subject: | amjust a test article

Date: 18 Oct 2008 16:02: 45 +0200

Organi zation: An exanple, Paris, FR
Message- 1 D <for. m sc.test @xanpl e. conr
M ME-Version: 1.0

This is just a test article.

235 Article transferred OK

LI ST ACTI VE

215 List of newsgroups follows
foo.bar 22 12 y

m sc.test 3002322 3000234 =foo. bar

HDR Xref <for. m sc.test@xanpl e. conp
225 Header information follows
0 news. exanpl e. com f oo0. bar: 22

HDR Newsgr oups <for.m sc.test @xanpl e. con®
225 Header information foll ows
0 m sc.test

The Newsgroups header field of this article is kept untouched.
article is filed under "foo.bar" even though it has originally been

posted to the newsgroup "msc.test". Yet, it still propagates to

peers that have been configured to receive articles posted to
“msc.text".

Elie
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Exanmpl e of an article locally posted to an alias group:

[CQ LIST ACTI VE

[S] 215 List of newsgroups follows

[S] foo.bar 22 12 y

[S] msc.test 3002322 3000234 =foo. bar

[s] .

[ POST

[S] 340 Input article; end with <CR-LF>. <CR-LF>
[C From "Denmpb User" <nobody@xanple.conp

[C] Newsgroups: msc.test

[C] Subject: | amjust a test article
[C] MMe-Version: 1.0

a .

[C] This is just a test article.

[C]

[ S] 441 Newsgroup "m sc.test” has been renamed to "foo. bar™
The article is rejected, with a detailed error

4. Augmented BNF Syntax for These Additions to the LI ST Comrand
This section describes the formal syntax of the new LIST variants
defined in this docunent using [RFC5234]. It extends the syntax in
Section 9 of [RFC3977], and non-terminals not defined in this
docunent are defined there. The [RFC3977] ABNF shoul d be inported
first, before attenpting to validate these rules.

4.1. Commands

Thi s syntax extends the non-terminal <list-argunments>, which
represents the variants of the LI ST comand.

; counts
list-arguments

/ "COUNTS' [WS wildmat]

; distributions, noderators, notd
list-arguments =/ "DI STRI BUTI ONS" / " MODERATORS' / " MOID"

; Ssubscriptions
list-argunments =/ "SUBSCRI PTI ONS" [W5 wi | dmat ]

4.2. Responses
Thi s syntax extends the non-term nals <newsgroup-status> and
<list-content>, which represent the status field value returned by

the LI ST ACTI VE command and the response contents for the LIST
conmand, respectively.
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5.

; active
newsgroup-status =/ newsgroup-alias /
%78 | 9Y%6a ; case-sensitive "x" and "j"
newsgroup-alias = "=" newsgroup-name
; counts

list-content =/ |ist-counts-content
list-counts-content =
*(newsgroup- nane 3(SPA articl e-nunber)
SPA newsgr oup- st atus CRLF)

; distributions
list-content =/ |ist-distributions-content
list-distributions-content =

*(distribution WS distribution-description CRLF)
di stribution-description = U TEXT

; noderators
list-content =/ |ist-npderators-content
| i st-nmoderators-content =
*(wildmat ":" noderators-address CRLF)
noder at or s- address = S- TEXT

; nmotd
list-content =/ |ist-nptd-content
list-notd-content = *(*U CHAR CRLF)

; subscriptions
list-content =/ |ist-subscriptions-content
| ist-subscriptions-content = *(newsgroup-nanme CRLF)

I nternationalization Considerations
No new i nternationalization considerations are introduced by this
ext ensi on, beyond those al ready described in the core specification
[ RFC3977] .

In particular, newsgroup nanes SHOULD be restricted to US-ASCl
[ASCII] until a successor to [ RFC5536] standardizes anot her approach

Di stribution descriptions and the nessage of the day MJST be in UTF-8
[ RFC3629] .

Elie St andards Track [ Page 22]



RFC 6048 NNTP Additions to LI ST Command November 2010

6.

Security Considerations

No new security considerations are introduced by this extension
beyond those already described in the core specification [ RFC3977]
and the Netnews Architecture and Protocols specification [ RFC5537]
(especially distribution | eakage and e-mmil Denial of Service during
the noderation process).

| ANA Consi der ati ons

This section gives a formal definition of this extension as required
by Section 3.3.3 of [RFC3977] for the ANA registry. It extends the
LI ST capability | abel defined in Section 7.6 of [RFC3977].

0 This extension provides additional keywords to the pre-existing
LI ST capability defined in Section 7.6 of [RFC3977]. New status
field values are al so added to the ACTIVE variant of the LIST
command.

o The capability | abel that this extension extends is "LIST".

o This extension adds five optional argunents to the "LIST"
capability label: "COUNTS', "DISTRI BUTI ONS", "MODERATORS', "MOID',
and " SUBSCRI PTI ONS", indicating which new variants of the LIST
conmand are supported. Consequently, this extension associates
these new argunents with the pre-existing "LIST" NNTP comrand.

0 This extension defines five new commands, LIST COUNTS, LIST
DI STRI BUTI ONS, LI ST MODERATORS, LIST MOID, and LI ST SUBSCRI PTI ONS
whose behavi or, argunents, and responses are defined in
Sections 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, and 2.6, respectively.

o This extension does not associate any new responses with pre-
exi sting NNTP commands.

o This extension does not affect the maxi mum | ength of commands or
initial response lines.

0 This extension does not alter pipelining. The LIST COUNTS, LIST
DI STRI BUTI ONS, LI ST MODERATORS, LI ST MOID, and LI ST SUBSCRI PTI ONS
conmands can be pi pel i ned.

o Use of this extension does not alter the capabilities |ist.

o This extension does not cause any pre-existing command to produce
a 401, 480, or 483 response.
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9.

9.

1

o This extension is unaffected by any use of the MODE READER
conmand.

o This extension does not affect the overall behavior of a server or
client other than via the new commands.

o Published Specification: This docunent.
o Contact for Further Information: Author of this docunent.
0 Change Controller: IESG <iesg@etf.org>.
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